STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

KEY ISSUES

North Carolina’s student population is increasingly diverse and growing, leaving policymakers and school
administrators with the challenge of meeting a new variety of unique needs in every classroom.

POPULATION GROWTH IN NORTH CAROLINA

North Carolina is one of the nation’s fastest-growing states, ranking 9% in population in 2017 with an
estimated 10,273,419 residents.! Between 2000 and 2010, North Carolina ranked 6 in population growth
with a population increase of 18.5%, which was almost double the national rate of 9.7%.2 Between 2010 and
2017 North Carolina’s population grew at a rate of 7.7% compared to a national rate of 5.5%.3

North Carolina is projected to gain approximately one million residents in each decade through 2040;
however, population growth is not distributed consistently across all counties. Urban areas such as Raleigh
and Charlotte have experienced significantly more growth since 2000 and are the main causes of the state’s
population growth. Seven counties concentrated in the northeast and central coast portions of the state
decreased in population from 2000 to 2010, and thirty-eight counties are projected to lose population
between 2010 and 2020.4

In North Carolina, the number of children in public schools is tracked by the North Carolina Department of
Public Instruction (NC DPI) as Average Daily Membership, often referred to as ADM.

AVERAGE DAILY MEMBERSHIP (ADM) BY SCHOOL DISTRICT (2006-07 AND 2016-17)
The total ADM in 2016-17 for North Carolina’s 115 LEAS was 1,428,051 compared to 1,389,305 in 2006-07.

School District 12&(1))(1)\/?-07 12&(1))}\2-17 School District 12&(1))(1)\/?-07 iODllV?-17
?iir:;rslce-Burlington 22,202 22571 gic;i);iiville Graded School 5,228 6,016
Alexander County Schools 5,650 4,879 Jackson County Schools 3,633 3,743
Alleghany County Schools 1,560 1,342 Johnston County Schools 28,984 34,964
Anson County Schools 4,103 3,318 Jones County Schools 1,270 1,103
Ashe County Schools 3,264 2,981 Lee County Schools 9,258 9,948
Avery County Schools 2,288 2,011 Lenoir County Schools 9,648 8,646
Beaufort County Schools 7,046 6,673 Lincoln County Schools 12,017 11,340
Bertie County Schools 3,098 2,170 Macon County Schools 4,239 4,303

1 “Idaho is Nation’s Fastest-Growing State, Census Bureau Reports.” U.S. Census Bureau. December, 20, 2017. Available at
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2017/estimates-idaho.html.

2 Carolma Demography, Population Growth & Populatlon Agmg in North Carolma Countles Available at

3 U.S. Census Quick Facts Avallable at https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/NC,US/PST0402 16#Vlewt0D

4 Carolina Demography, Population Growth & Population Aging in North Carolina Counties.
https:

demography.cpc.unc.edu/2013/10/14

Available at

opulation-growth-population-aging-in-north-carolina-counties/.
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Bladen County Schools 5,429 4,508 Madison County Schools 2,610 2,295
Brunswick County Schools 11,523 12,409 Martin County Schools 4,133 3,149
Buncombe County Schools 25,418 24,148 McDowell County Schools 6,434 6,135
Asheville City Schools 3,730 4,421 gg";‘;gzte'MeCkle“b“rg 127,639 | 146,571
Burke County Schools 14,055 12,113 Mitchell County Schools 2,192 1,829
Cabarrus County Schools 25521 | 31,876 g/lccl’lr(‘)togl:mery County 4,460 3,857
Kannapolis City Schools 4,780 5,256 Moore County Schools 12,190 12,578
Caldwell County Schools 13,010 11,666 Nash-Rocky Mount Schools 17,904 15,145
Camden County Schools 1,864 1,835 ?fﬁ’(v) Sg“o"er County 23,781 26,096
Carteret County Schools 8,104 8,125 ?C";gg‘i";“pm“ County 2,934 1,730
Caswell County Schools 3,248 2,618 Onslow County Schools 22,787 25,903
Catawba County Schools 17,332 16,302 Orange County Schools 6,782 7,413
Hickory City Schools 4,465 4,211 gg?ggllsHm'carrbom City 11,060 12,113
?fm"lg Conover City 2,902 2,996 | Pamlico County Schools 1,510 1,251
Chatham County Schools 7,574 8,636 El‘}fsgl‘zth City-Pasquotank 6,119 5,606
Cherokee County Schools 3,613 3,263 Pender County Schools 7,667 9,219
Edenton-Chowan Schools 2,493 2,023 Perquimans County Schools 1,721 1,626
Clay County Schools 1,353 1,307 Person County Schools 5,633 4,511
Cleveland County Schools 16,760 14,662 Pitt County Schools 22,217 23,224
Columbus County Schools 6,933 5,685 Polk County Schools 2,399 2,154
Whiteville City Schools 2,547 2,203 Randolph County Schools 18,689 17,074
Craven County Schools 14,538 13,860 Asheboro City Schools 4,415 4,594
Cumberland County Schools 52,346 49,928 Richmond County Schools 8,036 7,265
Currituck County Schools 4,044 3,969 Robeson County Schools 23,730 22,799
Dare County Schools 4,843 4,989 Rockingham County Schools 14,179 12,296
Davidson County Schools 20,427 18,956 Rowan-Salisbury Schools 20,700 19,135
Lexington City Schools 3,064 2,996 Rutherford County Schools 9,915 8,014
Thomasville City Schools 2,507 2,294 Sampson County Schools 8,015 8,276
Davie County Schools 6,523 6,183 Clinton City Schools 3,148 2,984
Duplin County Schools 8,833 9,542 Scotland County Schools 6,733 5,767
Durham Public Schools 31,299 32,907 Stanly County Schools 9,581 8,373
Edgecombe County Schools 7,385 5,944 Stokes County Schools 7,228 5,957
‘C’\g‘:flg’f;csgﬁﬁ/ Forsyth 50,206 | 54,192 | Surry County Schools 8,621 7,949
Franklin County Schools 8,187 8,281 Elkin City Schools 1,208 1,169
Gaston County Schools 31,677 31,266 Mount Airy City Schools 1,709 1,572
Gates County Schools 2,031 1,590 Swain County Schools 1,801 1,928
Graham County Schools 1,202 1,169 Transylvania County 3,757 3,374




Schools
Granville County Schools 8,756 7,667 Tyrrell County Schools 597 596
Greene County Schools 3,249 3,091 Union County Schools 34,254 41,349
Guilford County Schools 69,677 71,396 Vance County Schools 7,764 6,027
Halifax County Schools 4,736 2,566 Wake County Schools 127,460 158,394
SR(‘:’}?:;’:S‘E Rapids City 2,925 2,884 | Warren County Schools 2,783 2,126
Weldon City Schools 1,009 864 Washington County Schools 2,053 1,456
Harnett County Schools 17,912 20,357 Watauga County Schools 4,486 4,403
Haywood County Schools 7,785 7,083 Wayne County Schools 19,214 18,321
Henderson County Schools 12,792 13,320 Wilkes County Schools 9,972 9,435
Hertford County Schools 3,371 2,852 Wilson County Schools 12,376 11,963
Hoke County Schools 7,146 8,363 Yadkin County Schools 6,137 5,232
Hyde County Schools 638 580 Yancey County Schools 2,530 2,158
Iredell-Statesville Schools 20,792 20,300

NC DPI ADM 2006-07 and ADM 2016-17. Available at http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/fbs/accounting/data/.

RACIAL MAKEUP OF NORTH CAROLINA STUDENT POPULATION

North Carolina’s student population is becoming increasingly diverse. In the 2017-18 school year, 1.3% of
traditional public school students were American Indian, 3.3% were Asian, 17.9% were Hispanic, 25.2% were
black, 47.9% were white, 4.2% were two or more races, and 0.1% were Pacific Islander.5 These percentages
do not include charter schools (see below for racial makeup of charter schools).

Racial Makeup of NC Students
(2017-18)
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Source: NC DPI Statistical Profile. Table 10 - Pupils in Membership by Race & Sex. 2017-18 School Year.

5 NC DPI Statistical Profile. Table 10 - Pupils in Membership by Race & Sex. 2017-18 School Year. Available at
http://apps.schools.nc.gov/ords/f?p=145:15:::NO:::..
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RACIAL MAKEUP OF N.C. STUDENTS BY SCHOOL DISTRICT (2017-18)

American Two or Pacific
School District . Asian Hispanic Black White More
Indian Islander
Races

e ceBurlis eton 79 348 5,988 5,125 10,088 1,046 24
Schools

Alexander County Schools 4 76 482 192 3,914 213 4
Alleghany County Schools 5 5 312 10 971 30 0
Anson County Schools 8 62 173 1,891 1,105 110 2
Ashe County Schools 2 17 339 18 2,559 47 0
Avery County Schools 6 18 226 6 1,672 37 3
Beaufort County Schools 10 17 1,082 2,124 3,073 285 2
Bertie County Schools 9 9 48 1,765 310 45 0
Bladen County Schools 86 6 809 1,586 1,586 206 0
Brunswick County Schools 85 86 1,674 1,890 8,211 612 19
Buncombe County Schools 73 300 3,999 1,620 16,837 1,096 108
Asheville City Schools 6 47 363 899 2,790 293 23
Burke County Schools 26 754 1,843 598 8,259 620 25
Cabarrus County Schools 145 1,523 5,462 6,629 17,276 1,381 60
Kannapolis City Schools 16 66 1,694 1,513 1,755 286 9
Caldwell County Schools 9 73 1,238 612 9,096 549 3
Camden County Schools 3 17 57 182 1,450 106 4
Carteret County Schools 32 94 742 497 6,387 515 25
Caswell County Schools 8 7 206 948 1,337 107 0
Catawba County Schools 9 1,087 2,601 867 10,784 824 9
Hickory City Schools 5 175 1,026 872 1,721 358 1
Newton-Conover City 3 170 817 383 1,412 232 1
Schools

Chatham County Schools 15 104 2,765 1,010 4,478 392 3
Cherokee County Schools 46 20 194 60 2,769 139 0
Edenton-Chowan County 0 6 135 887 872 66 0
Schools

Clay County Schools 9 4 106 11 1,131 22 0
Cleveland County Schools 15 115 885 3,962 8,791 810 3
Columbus County Schools 282 5 584 1,683 2,943 155 3
Whiteville City Schools 21 8 222 969 878 142 0
Craven County Schools 29 611 1,473 3,858 7,019 811 33
Cumberland County Schools 819 932 6,743 22,578 14,555 4,191 250
Currituck County Schools 4 17 236 188 3,229 340 3
Dare County Schools 9 41 830 112 3,918 236 5
Davidson County Schools 54 224 1,800 696 15,766 543 6
Lexington City Schools 13 138 1,047 888 720 246 7
Thomasville City Schools 6 18 773 838 484 167 2
Davie County Schools 10 47 850 405 4,510 321 1
Duplin County Schools 70 32 3,954 2,156 3,193 221 8
Durham County Schools 84 744 10,130 14,804 6,226 1,059 25
Edgecombe County Schools 7 8 610 3,313 1,800 168 2
Forsyth County Schools 103 1,407 14,277 15,638 20,778 2,255 72
Franklin County Schools 31 51 1,585 2,501 3,672 327 7
Gaston County Schools 65 466 4,171 7,018 18,368 1,466 26
Gates County Schools 6 4 30 508 1,020 82 1
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Graham County Schools
Granville County Schools
Greene County Schools
Guilford County Schools
Halifax County Schools
Roanoke Rapids City Schools
Weldon City Schools
Harnett County Schools
Haywood County Schools
Henderson County Schools
Hertford County Schools
Hoke County Schools

Hyde County Schools
Iredell-Statesville Schools
Mooresville City Schools
Jackson County Schools
Johnston County Schools
Jones County Schools

Lee County Schools

Lenoir County Schools
Lincoln County Schools
Macon County Schools
Madison County Schools
Martin County Schools
McDowell County Schools
Charlotte-Mecklenburg
County Schools

Mitchell County Schools
Montgomery County Schools
Moore County Schools
Nash-Rocky Mount Schools
New Hanover County
Schools

Northampton County
Schools

Onslow County Schools
Orange County Schools
Chapel-Hill/Carrboro City
Schools

Pamlico County Schools
Pasquotank County Schools
Pender County Schools
Perquimans County Schools
Person County Schools

Pitt County Schools

Polk County Schools
Randolph County Schools
Asheboro City Schools
Richmond County Schools
Robeson County Schools
Rockingham County Schools
Rowan-Salisbury County
Schools

191
18
10

282

160

180
49
22
21

771

33

31
266
129

61
14
13
13

20
585

130
81

85

109
19

28

11
28

25
49

68

237
9,435
34

48

47
4,615
54

140
52
190
30
80

557

112
56

286

74
71
83
37
10
24
59

9,761

18
65
133
130

468

316
91

1,765

48
49

16
361

268
84
42

123
66

205

44
1,342
950
11,265
100
219
6
4,239
597
3,284
115
1,906
124
2,732
641
548
8,514
108
3,551
1,180
1,256
835
94
261
821

35,534

206
1,324
1,697
1,911

3,580

67

3,845
1,724

2,012

101
456
1,310
53
414
2,712
262
3,009
2,134
863
3,670
1,691

3,363

3
2,574
1,118

29,128

2,064
771
803

5,025

92
547

2,190

3,013
124

2,911
896

50

5,824
397

2,073

4,009
697

27
5

1,549

176

56,204

5
764
2,014
7,871

5,017

1,352

4,961
1,039

1,372

266
2,483
1,300

431
1,549

10,944

110

622

627
2,544
5,299
2,353

3,555

888
3,230
926
23,321
99
1,725
26
9,610
6,218
8,845
385
2,262
325
13,440
3,965
2,650
19,975
527
3,815
3,073
8,769
3,326
2,134
1,130
4,759

41,315

1,595
1,598
8,110
4,613

15,946

169

14,870
4,104

6,288

770
2,262
6,179
1,050
2,206
8,421
1,620

12,041
1,518
3,138
2,865
7,273

11,140

12
281
58
3,004
44
100
19
1,268
180
547
56
629
11
747
334
119
1,220
41
380
258
495
102
34
88
217

3,751

29
149
545
465

1,090

42

2,274
339

804

86
270
379

61
225
960
100
670
240
363
975
671
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Rutherford County Schools
Sampson County Schools
Clinton City Schools
Scotland County Schools
Stanly County Schools
Stokes County Schools
Surry County Schools

Elkin City Schools

Mount Airy City Schools
Swain County Schools
Transylvania County Schools
Tyrrell County Schools
Union County Schools
Vance County Schools
Wake County Schools
Warren County Schools
Washington County Schools
Watauga County Schools
Wayne County Schools
Wilkes County Schools
Wilson County Schools
Yadkin County Schools
Yancey County Schools

16
62
83
901
23
12

446
10
1
87
7
420
146
2
14
36
15
26
17
0

36
18
24
48
273
17
31
10
19
14
21
16
1,666
66
14,160
6
8
66
231
45
146
14
0

662
3,209
901
202
729
274
1,903
238
311
102
262
109
7,334
839
28,329
166
124
417
4,230
1,363
2,294
1,295
304

980
1,509
1,121
2,626
1,140

163

190

44

142

15

155

194
5,162
3,830

36,765
1,333
1,047

55
6,537

358
5,146

165

11

5,836
3,176
767
1,696
5,708
5,244
5,539
832
1,046
1,284
2,753
225
25,691
1,002
74,241
310
215
3,850
6,786
7,200
3,573
3,611
1,840

NC DPI Statistical Profile. Table 10 - Pupils in Membership by Race & Sex. 2017-18 School Year.
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RACIAL MAKEUP OF NORTH CAROLINA CHARTER AND REGIONAL SCHOOL STUDENTS
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In the 2017-18 school year, 0.7% of charter and regional school students were American Indian, 3.5% were
Asian, 10% were Hispanic, 25.6% were black, 55.4% were white, 4.6% were two or more races, and 0.1%
were Pacific Islander.®

70,000
60,000
50,000
40,000
30,000
20,000
10,000

Racial Makeup of NC Charter &
Regional Students (2017-18)

57,456
26,528
3666 10375 4751
696 154
American Asian  Hispanic  Black White Two or  Pacific
Indian More Islander
Races

Source: NC DPI Statistical Profile. Table 37-Charter and Regional School Membership by Race & Sex. 2017-18 School Year.

6 NC DPI Statistical Profile. Table 37 - Charter and Regional School Membership by Race and Sex
School Year 2017-18. Available at http://apps.schools.nc.gov/ords/f?p=145:73:::NO:::.
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RACIAL MAKEUP OF N.C. CHARTER AND REGIONAL SCHOOLS (2017-18)

School Name

NC Connections Academy

NC Virtual Academy

River Mill Academy

Clover Garden

The Hawbridge School
Grandfather Academy
Williams Academy (fka
Crossnore)

Washington Montessori
Heritage Collegiate Leadership
Academy

Paul R Brown Leadership
Academy

Emereau: Bladen

Charter Day School

South Brunswick Charter
School

Evergreen Community Charter
ArtSpace Charter

Invest Collegiate - Imagine
The Franklin School of
Innovation

Francine Delany New School
The New Dimensions School
Carolina International School
Cabarrus Charter Academy
A.C.E. Academy

Kannapolis Charter Academy
Tiller School

Chatham Charter

Woods Charter School
Willow Oak Montessori

The Learning Center
Pinnacle Classical Academy
Flemington Academy
Columbus Charter School
Alpha Academy

The Capitol Encore Academy
Water's Edge Village School
Maureen Joy Charter
Healthy Start Academy
Carter Community Charter
Kestrel Heights School
Research Triangle Charter
Central Park School For
Children

Voyager Academy
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Hispanic

253
193
56
35
16
2
10

28
1

11

14
59
16

19
31
55
34

18
15
143
127
50
95

25
33
13

42
13
22
119
57

375
70
30
91

144
60

76

Black

393
436
106
32
11
1
8

17
154

117

68
89
19

47
14
257
334
313
180

57
24

81

21
179
552
150

252
295
220
290
499
151

317

White

1,147
1,229
577
572
267
16
101

352
20

33

216
721
293

399
339
733
401

92
238
364
365

26
214
174
442
421
167
168
565

56
482
121
181

27

123
30
312

830

Two or
More
Races
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Pacific
Islander

172
168
39
15
17
3
3

6
9

10

5
60
23

16
21
36
22

11
13
74
71
29
24
17
31
16
19
5
38
7
35
41
55
1
19
2
3
41
12
55

71
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Global Scholars Academy
Research Triangle High School
The Institute for the
Development of Young Leaders
Reaching All Minds Academy
Excelsior Classical Academy
KIPP Durham College
Preparatory
North East Carolina
Preparatory School

Quality Education Academy
Carter G Woodson School
Forsyth Academy

Arts Based School

The North Carolina Leadership
Academy

Crosscreek Charter School
Youngsville Academy
Piedmont Community Charter
Mountain Island Charter

Falls Lake Academy

Oxford Preparatory High School
Greensboro Academy

Guilford Preparatory Academy
Phoenix Academy Inc

Triad Math and Science
Academy

Cornerstone Charter Academy
The College Preparatory and
Leadership Academy
Summerfield Charter Academy
Piedmont Classical High School
Gate City Charter Academy
KIPP Halifax College
Preparatory

Anderson Creek Club Charter
School

Shining Rock Classical
Academy: CFA

The Mountain Community
School

FernLeaf Community Charter
School

American Renaissance School
Success Charter School

Pine Lake Preparatory
Langtree Charter Academy
Iredell Charter Academy
Summit Charter

Catamount School

Neuse Charter School
Children's Village Academy
Lincoln Charter School
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85
38
73

161
49
129

98

126

241

297
20
46

17
16
156
69
61

38

15

78
197

51
41

57
21
74
17
31
13
14
14
43
71
139
49
37
97

181

125
94
211

110
115
127

354

402
173
319
99
29

26
18
224
339
103
39
77
229
261
747

111
537

83
153
435
360

25

53
83
37
80
54
1
1
124
181
73

280

266

426

76
357
646

171
227
846
899
726
320
533

461
172

813

517
189
55
24

160
363
175
191
409

1,620
1,145
379
199
50
635
0
1,694
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Bear Grass Charter School
Sugar Creek Charter

Lake Norman Charter
Metrolina Regional Scholars
Academy
Queens Grant Community
School

Community School of Davidson
Socrates Academy

Charlotte Secondary School
KIPP: Charlotte

Corvian Community School
Aristotle Preparatory Academy
Charlotte Choice Charter
Invest Collegiate

Bradford Preparatory School
Commonwealth High School
Charlotte Learning Academy
Pioneer Springs Community
School

Thunderbird Preparatory
School

United Community School
Stewart Creek High School
Charlotte Lab School

Queen City STEM School
VERITAS Community School
Mallard Creek STEM Academy
Matthews-Mint Hill Charter
Academy

Unity Classical Charter School
Movement Charter School
UpROAR Leadership Academy
The Academy of Moore County
Sandhills Theatre Arts
Renaissance School

Rocky Mount Preparatory
Cape Fear Center for Inquiry
Wilmington Preparatory
Academy

Douglass Academy

Island Montessori Charter
Coastal Preparatory Academy
Girls Leadership Academy of
Wilmington

Gaston College Preparatory
Z.E.C.A. School of Arts and
Technology

Orange Charter

The Expedition School
Arapahoe Charter School
Northeast Academy of
Aerospace & AdvTech
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147
96
10

125

54
64
75
61
48

40
15
75
65
18
25

18

23
26
50
48
27
49
104

21

17
33
45

61
19
10

11
14
27

52
25

42
18
62
14

5

1,446

251
8

297

57
42
170
639
89
111
156
442
255
162
237
10

38

90
112
101
204

81
294
171

38
267
161

33

45

948
17
88

157

102

957
115

20

51
59

387
2
1,333
127

785

1,161
475
89
4
603

21
669
12

224
50
83

320
47
51

149

370

36
10

251
369

166
352
36

185
445
64

149
20

448
282
409
248
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Bethel Hill Charter School
Roxboro Community School
Ignite Innovation Academy -
Pitt

Winterville Charter Academy
East Carolina Laboratory
School

Uwharrie Charter Academy
CIS Academy

Southeastern Academy
Bethany Community Middle
Thomas Jefferson Classical
Academy

Lake Lure Classical Academy
Gray Stone Day School
Millennium Charter Academy
Mountain Discovery Charter
School

Brevard Academy

Union Academy Charter School
Union Day School

Union Preparatory Academy at
Indian Trail

Vance Charter School
Henderson Collegiate

The Exploris School
Magellan Charter

Sterling Montessori Academy
Franklin Academy

East Wake Academy

Raleigh Charter High School
Torchlight Academy
PreEminent Charter School
Quest Academy

Southern Wake Academy
Hope Charter Leadership
Academy

Casa Esperanza Montessori
Endeavor Charter

Triangle Math and Science
Academy

Longleaf School of the Arts
Wake Forest Charter Academy
Cardinal Charter

Envision Science Academy
Haliwa-Saponi Tribal School
PAVE Southeast Raleigh Charter
School

Central Wake Charter High
School

Peak Charter Academy

Pine Springs Preparatory
Academy: CFA
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19
13
14
27
211
52

130

14

28
22
311

35
136
20

131
20

27
36
16

30
31
53
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Northeast Regional School -
Biotech//Agriscience

Two Rivers Community School
Dillard Academy

Wayne Preparatory

Bridges Academy

Sallie B Howard School
Wilson Preparatory Academy
Yancey County Schools

NCDPS Juvenile Education
Services

NC DPI Statistical Profile. Table 37 - Charter and Regional School Membership by Race and Sex. School Year 2017-18
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